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(i) Of formal Commission adjudica-
tion pursuant to the procedures in 5
U.S.C. 554; or

(ii) Otherwise involving a determina-
tion on the record after opportunity for
a hearing.

(b) Commission meetings shall not be
closed pursuant to paragraph (a) of this
section when the Commission finds
that the public interest requires that
they be open.

§375.206 Procedures to close meetings.

(a) General rule. A meeting or a por-
tion of a meeting may be closed only
when the Commission votes by a ma-
jority of the membership to close the
meeting. A separate vote shall be
taken with respect to each Commission
meeting or portion of a meeting which
is proposed to be closed to the public or
with respect to any information which
is proposed to be withheld. A single
vote may be taken with respect to a se-
ries of meetings, a portion or portions
of which are proposed to be closed to
the public, or with respect to any infor-
mation concerning such series of meet-
ings, so long as each meeting in such
series involves the same particular
matters and is scheduled to be held no
more than thirty days after the initial
meeting in such series. The vote of
each Commission member partici-
pating in such vote shall be recorded
and no proxies shall be allowed.

(b) Request for closed meeting. When-
ever any person whose interests may be
directly affected by a meeting or a por-
tion of a meeting requests that the
Commission close such portion to the
public for any of the reasons referred
to in paragraph (a) (5), (6), or (7) of
§375.205, the Commission, upon request
of any one of its members, shall vote
by recorded vote whether to close such
meeting.

(c) Release of vote. Within one day of
any vote taken pursuant to paragraph
(a) or (b) of this section, the Secretary
of the Commission shall make publicly
available a written copy of such vote
reflecting the vote of each member. If
a portion of a meeting is to be closed to
the public, the Secretary shall, within
one day of the vote taken pursuant to
paragraph (a) or (b) of this section,
make publicly available a full written
explanation of the Commission’s action
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closing the portion together with a list
of all persons expected to attend the
meeting and their affiliation. The in-
formation required by this paragraph
shall be disclosed except to the extent
that it is exempt from disclosure under
the provisions of §375.205(a).

(d) Certification. Prior to a determina-
tion that a meeting should be closed
pursuant to paragraph (a) or (b) of this
section, the General Counsel of the
Commission shall publicly certify that,
in his opinion, the meeting may be
closed to the public and shall state
each relevant exemptive provision. A
copy of such certification, together
with a statement from the presiding of-
ficer of the meeting setting forth the
time and place of the meeting, and the
persons present, shall be retained by
the Secretary of the Commission as
part of the transcript, recording, or
minutes required by paragraph (e) of
this section.

(e) Transcripts, recordings, minutes. (1)
The Secretary shall maintain a com-
plete transcript or electronic recording
adequate to record fully the pro-
ceedings of each meeting, or portion of
a meeting, closed to the public, except
that in the case of a meeting, or por-
tion of a meeting, closed to the public
pursuant to §375.205(a)(8), (9)(i), or (10),
the Secretary shall maintain either a
transcript or recording, or a set of min-
utes. Any such minutes shall fully and
clearly describe all matters discussed
and shall provide a full and accurate
summary of any actions taken, and the
reasons therefor, including a descrip-
tion of each of the views expressed on
any item and the record of any rollcall
vote (reflecting the vote of each mem-
ber on the question). All agenda docu-
ments considered in connection with
any Commission action shall be identi-
fied in such minutes.

(2) The Secretary shall maintain a
complete verbatim copy of the tran-
script, a complete copy of the minutes,
or a complete electronic recording of
each meeting, or portion of a meeting,
closed to the public, for a period of at
least two years after such meeting, or
until one year after the conclusion of
any Commission proceeding with re-
spect to which the meeting or portion
was held, whichever occurs later.
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(f) Public availability of transcripts,
records, minutes. (1) Within a reasonable
time after the adjournment of a meet-
ing closed to the public, the Commis-
sion shall make available to the public,
in the Division of Public Information
of the Commission, Washington, DC,
the transcript, electronic recording, or
minutes of the discussion of any item
on the agenda, or of any item of the
testimony of any witness received at
the meeing, except for such item or
items of such discussion or testimony
as the Director of Public Information
determines may be withheld under
§375.204. Copies of such transcript, or
minutes, or a transcription of such re-
cording shall be furnished to any per-
son at the actual cost of duplication or
transcription.

(2) The determination of the Director
of the Division of Public Information
to withhold information pursuant to
paragraph (f)(1) of this section may be
appealed to the General Counsel or the
General Counsel’s designee, in accord-
ance with §388.107 of this chapter.

[45 FR 21217, Apr. 1, 1980, as amended at 52
FR 7825, Mar. 13, 1987]

Subpart C—Delegations

§375.301 Purpose and subdelegations.

(a) The purpose of this subpart is to
set forth the authorities that the Com-
mission has delegated to staff officials.
Any action by a staff official under the
authority of this subpart may be ap-
pealed to the Commission in accord-
ance with §385.1902 of this chapter.

(b) Where the Commission, in dele-
gating functions to specified Commis-
sion officials, permits an official to fur-
ther delegate those functions to a des-
ignee of such official, designee shall
mean the deputy of such offical, the
head of a division, or a comparable offi-
cial as designated by the official to
whom the direct delegation is made.

(¢) For purposes of Subpart C,
uncontested and in uncontested cases
mean that no motion to intervene, or
notice of intervention, in opposition to
the pending matter made under §385.214
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(intervention) has been received by the
Commission.

[Order 112, 45 FR 79025, Nov. 28, 1980, as
amended by Order 225, 47 FR 19058, May 3,
1982; Order 492, 53 FR 16062, May 5, 1988]

§375.302 Delegations to the Secretary.

The Commission authorizes the Sec-
retary, or the Secretary’s designee to:

(a) Sign official general correspond-
ence on behalf of the Commission, ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this sec-
tion.

(b) Except as provided in §385.213 of
this chapter, prescribe, for good cause,
a different time than that required by
the Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure for filing by public utilities,
licensees, natural gas companies, and
other persons of answers to complaints,
petitions, motions, and other docu-
ments. Absent a waiver, no answers
will be required to be filed by a party
within less than ten days after the date
of service of the document.

(c) Schedule hearings and issue no-
tices thereof.

(d) Accept for filing notices of inter-
vention and petitions to intervene by
commissions and agencies of the States
and the Federal government.

(e) Pass upon motions to intervene
before a presiding administrative law
judge is designated. If a presiding ad-
ministrative law judge has been des-
ignated, the provisions of §385.504(b)(12)
of this chapter are controlling.

(f) Deny motions for extensions of
time (other than motions made while a
proceeding is pending before a pre-
siding officer as defined in §385.102(e)),
except that such motions may be
granted in accordance with §385.2008 of
this chapter.

(9) Reject any documents filed later
than the time prescribed by an order or
rule of the Commission, except that
such documents may be accepted in ac-
cordance with §385.2008 of this chapter.

(h) Reject any documents filed that
do not meet the requirements of the
Commission’s rules which govern mat-
ters of form, except that such docu-
ments may be accepted in accordance
with §385.2001 of this chapter for good
cause shown.
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